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 Conservative Thought for Bay Area Thinkers
President's Message 
 

Dear Member,
 

A lot has happened in the political arena in the past few weeks, but nothing has been more disturbing than the events of Saturday, January 8, 2011. Twenty Americans were senselessly gunned down in front of a Safeway store by a deranged 22-year old. Included among the victims were a United States congresswoman, a federal judge, a beautiful 9-year old girl, and others who just happened to be in front of a Safeway store in Tucson, Arizona that fateful morning. We were horrified and saddened to learn of the attack and the loss of life. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of the victims and their families caused by this senseless tragedy. We hope and pray for the speedy recovery of all of the survivors.
 

Mark Twain said, "There are lies, and then there are damn lies." Within two hours of the tragedy, before every victim had been transported to the hospital, liberal and progressive "journalists" had decided to implement the edict of Rahm Emanuel who famously said, "You never want a serious crisis to go to waste." Within a very few hours after this event, people like Paul Krugman, Keith Olbermann and Jonathan Alter, along with media outlets like the New York Times and the San Jose Mercury News were blaming the rhetoric of Tea Party organizations, Fox News, Sarah Palin, Rush Limbaugh, Sean Hannity and Glenn Beck for the acts of one mentally deranged left wing person.
 

In the Tuesday, January 11, 2011 Opinion Section, the San Jose Mercury News published their editorial that stated that "the rhetoric is not just from the fringe but is condoned by mainstream political leaders, mostly Republican." As a watcher of Fox News for ten years, I have never heard a single Republican condone violence. Those who tend to be the loudest critics of Fox News never watch Fox News. The truth is that the left in America describes strident language from Tea Party groups and others as anything which disagrees with their liberal, progressive or socialistic points of view.
 

Rather than digest the lies and damn lies promulgated by those who masquerade as journalists, read some of these quotes made by liberal, progressive and socialist politicians and pundits:
 

Barack Obama (2008 to an audience in Philadelphia): "If they bring a knife to the fight, we bring a gun. Because from what I understand, folks in Philly like a good brawl. I've seen Eagles fans." Surely a brilliant orator like Barack Obama could conjure up a less violent way to motivate his base.
 

Randi Rhodes (2004 on her Talk Show): "The leader is the president of the United States, so why doesn't his father or brother take him out for a little fishing, and let him say some Hail Marys - he loves God so much. You know, Hail Mary, full of grace, God is with thee...POW (gunshot sound) ... Works for me." Apparently, the Mercury does not consider that reckless and irresponsible.
 

Jesse Jackson (2008 during presidential campaign discussing his disaffection with candidate Barack Obama): "I want to cut his nuts off." 
 

Liberal Daily Kos posting (2009 after Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords voted against Nancy Pelosi): "My CongressWOMAN voted against Nancy Pelosi! And is now DEAD to me!" That does indeed represent a "climate of hate."   
 

Ed Schultz (2008 on MSNBC): "Dick Cheney's heart is a political football. We ought to rip it out, and kick it around, and then stuff it back in him."
 

Bob Beckel, a very partisan Democrat who indicated recently that he did not agree with Sarah Palin on much of anything ("Nothing," he proclaimed); however, he said her using targets to identify candidates of the opposing party to defeat has been done in political campaigns for years. Furthermore, Beckel didn't just defend her, but took some pride in the fact that he, in his words, "invented the idea of putting targets on politicians."
 

Barack Obama (2010 - one month before the mid-term election): "A Republican majority in Congress would mean "hand-to-hand combat on Capitol Hill for the next two years."
 

Keith Olbermann (2010): "In short, in Scott Brown, we have an irresponsible, homophobic, racist, reactionary, ex-nude model, teabagging supporter of violence against women and against politicians with whom he disagrees. In any other time in our history, this man would have been laughed off the stage as an unqualified and a disaster in the making by the most conservative of conservatives. Instead, the commonwealth of Massachusetts is close to sending this bad joke to the Senate of the United States." Could this be what the Mercury refers to as "angry rhetoric"? These words were used by a leftist against a Republican elected by arguably the most liberal state in the country.
 

I do hope that this information will help each person reading this message to better understand the basic dishonesty of the mainstream liberal media, and how far they will stretch the truth to help their political cause. I also hope that some of these quotes might enable you to respond to those who might buy into the spreading of these lies and damn lies.
 

On Tuesday, February 1st, The Conservative Forum will present Burt Folsom, who will document how Franklin Roosevelt's economic legacy had damaged America. This is a meeting that I strongly encourage that every Conservative Forum member bring a swing voter, "moderate" or even a liberal. Dr. Folsom will convert them to conservative economics. The doors open at 6:15pm with cocktails and hors d'oeuvres. This is a meeting that you do not want to miss.
 

Richard Geno, President
The Conservative Forum of Silicon Valley 
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Special Reception and February Speaker
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Conservative Forum Monthly Meeting
 Hillsdale College invites you to a Public Lecture featuring Burton W. Folsom, Jr.
Author of "Franklin Roosevelt and Barack Obama: Big Spenders of Other Peoples' Money," Burton W. Folsom, Jr., professor of history at Hillsdale College will speak at the February 1, 2011 meeting of The Conservative Forum.

Pre-speech hospitality reception with cocktails and light hors d'oeuvres will begin at 6:15 pm, program begins at 7:00 pm.

 

Tuesday, February 1, 2011
The Conservative Forum                      Map 
IFES Portuguese Hall
432 Stierlin Road
Mountain View, California  
 
Cost:  Members $10 On-line ($15 at Door) 
Non-Members $20.00 On-line ($25 at Door) 
Premium Members FREE

 

Please signup at Click and Pledge
 

ACTIVE DUTY military personnel are FREE with ID card.
 

Student Membership is $10 annual fee with IN PERSON sign-up and Student ID.
 

To purchase your on-line ticket, click here. 
Please print your receipt and bring it to the event as payment confirmation. 
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ReValue America
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Dr. Shannon Brooks* discusses 
The Tytler Cycle

 The Conservative Forum is providing support for the ReValue America lecture. Check out the website at http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=f57adubab&et=1104282988679&s=0&e=001RTZ52_YNswR2gP586v1GT8XcMEF1q5Ptwd2LR7ynBL58xOh331m-QWTbTQ9wl0ZVB2n9_amLJhO7iyVI6siG22rb9bYYehc52dZ5zPW1jNV4VqN274RNrg== 
 

The Conservative Forum is providing support for the ReValue America lecture. Check out the website at http://revaluesj.eventbrite.com/ 
 

DATE: Sunday, January 30, 2011 
 

TIME: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

LOCATION: Harry's Hofbrau - 390 Saratoga Avenue in San Jose.  The restaurant is located on the north-east corner of Kiely and Saratoga Ave., south of Stevens Creek Blvd.
 

RESERVATIONS: go to www.eventbrite.com and type "Revalue America" in the search bar. Space is limited ~ Make reservations today! 
 

SPECIAL NOTE: Please come early (around 5:30 pm) and patronize this restaurant by purchasing a meal and/or a drink.
 

What exactly is ReValue America? It's rediscovering the values that made this country great, the ethic's of a strong marriage, of family values and morals, it's about strengthening our communities and properly educating our children to be good citizens. Most of all, it's about bringing America back to greatness. Right now our country is in great peril, and the answers won't be found in Washington. Rather, they'll be found in our homes, our churches, and our communities. Now is the time to stand up and change America one home, one school, one community at a time. When future generations look back, will they be free because of what we did, or in bondage because we did nothing? 
 

* Dr. Brooks is the former president of George Wythe University and one of the founders of the Center for Social Leadership. He has traveled extensively throughout the country and abroad and served four years in the U.S. Naval Submarine Fleet.  Co-author of A Thomas Jefferson Education for Teens, he holds a bachelors degree in business administration, a master's degree in education, and a PhD in constitutional law. He lives in Monticello, Utah with his wife Julia and their children.
 

 

 

 
I nformal Discussion Groups

American Constitution
Discussion Group Leader - Ray Strong 
  
The Conservative Forum is sponsoring discussion group meetings separate from our regular monthly meetings for interested members. 
Issue:     American Constitution
Time:     7:00PM
Date:    Monday, January 24, 2011
Where:      Round Table Pizza, 4400 Stevens Creek,
                   San Jose, 95129 (West of Kiely Blvd.)
Discussion Group Leader:   Ray Strong 
Future meetings:
Monday, February 28, 2011
Article I, section 8: " The Congress shall have Power To ... regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian tribes..." Does this mean that Congress can pass any law that is in any way related to commerce?  As the arguments about Obamacare heat up in the next few weeks, we should all be prepared to argue that the Commerce Clause was never intended to justify this kind of tyrannical intervention. How would you present a convincing argument that this clause was not intended for this purpose by those who ratified it? Why do we care? Is it a good thing or a waste of time that the House read the Constitution aloud on January 6, 2011?

Please respond to Ray Strong (hrstrong@hotmail.com) with suggestions for topics and with ideas for new locations and meeting times.
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The Ghost of Thanksgiving Yet to Come

A lesson in the making
The Ghost of Thanksgiving Yet to Come
By Arnold Ahlert Wednesday, November 24, 2010
(reprinted with permission) 
"Winston, come into the dining room, it's time to eat," Julia yelled to her husband. "In a minute, honey, it's a tie score," he answered. Actually Winston wasn't very interested in the traditional holiday football game between Detroit and Washington. Ever since the government passed the Civility in Sports Statute of 2017, outlawing tackle football for its "unseemly violence" and the "bad example it sets for the rest of the world," Winston was far less of a football fan than he used to be. Two-hand touch wasn't nearly as exciting.
Yet it wasn't the game that Winston was uninterested in. It was more the thought of eating another TofuTurkey. Even though it was the best type of VeggieMeat available after the government revised the American Anti-Obesity Act of 2018, adding fowl to the list of federally-forbidden foods, (which already included potatoes, cranberry sauce and mince-meat pie), it wasn't anything like real turkey. And ever since the government officially changed the name of "Thanksgiving Day" to "A National Day of Atonement" in 2020 to officially acknowledge the Pilgrims' historically brutal treatment of Native Americans, the holiday had lost a lot of its luster.
Eating in the dining room was also a bit daunting. The unearthly gleam of government-mandated fluorescent light bulbs made the TofuTurkey look even weirder than it actually was, and the room was always cold. Ever since Congress passed the Power Conservation Act of 2016, mandating all thermostats-which were monitored and controlled by the electric company-be kept at 68 degrees, every room on the north side of the house was barely tolerable throughout the entire winter.
Still, it was good getting together with family. Or at least most of the family. Winston missed his mother, who passed on in October, when she had used up her legal allotment of live-saving medical treatment. He had had many heated conversations with the Regional Health Consortium, spawned when the private insurance market finally went bankrupt, and everyone was forced into the government health care program. And though he demanded she be kept on her treatment, it was a futile effort. "The RHC's resources are limited," explained the government bureaucrat Winston spoke with on the phone. "Your mother received all the benefits to which she was entitled. I'm sorry for your loss."
Ed couldn't make it either. He had forgotten to plug in his electric car last night, the only kind available after the Anti-Fossil Fuel Bill of 2021 outlawed the use of the combustion engines-for everyone but government officials. The fifty mile round trip was about ten miles too far, and Ed didn't want to spend a frosty night on the road somewhere between here and there.
Thankfully, Winston's brother, John, and his wife were flying in. Winston made sure that the dining room chairs had extra cushions for the occasion. No one complained more than John about the pain of sitting down so soon after the government-mandated cavity searches at airports, which severely aggravated his hemorrhoids. Ever since a terrorist successfully smuggled a cavity bomb onto a jetliner, the TSA told Americans the added "inconvenience" was an "absolute necessity" in order to stay "one step ahead of the terrorists." Winston's own body had grown accustomed to such probing ever since the government expanded their scope to just about anywhere a crowd gathered, via Anti-Profiling Act of 2022. That law made it a crime to single out any group or individual for "unequal scrutiny," even when probable cause was involved. Thus, cavity searches at malls, train stations, bus depots, etc., etc., had become almost routine. Almost.
The Supreme Court is reviewing the statute, but most Americans expect a Court composed of six progressives and three conservatives to leave the law intact. "A living Constitution is extremely flexible," said the Court's eldest member, Elena Kagan. "Europe has had laws like this one for years. We should learn from their example," she added.
Winston's thoughts turned to his own children. He got along fairly well with his 12-year-old daughter, Brittany, mostly because she ignored him. Winston had long ago surrendered to the idea that she could text anyone at any time, even during Atonement Dinner. Their only real confrontation had occurred when he limited her to 50,000 texts a month, explaining that was all he could afford. She whined for a week, but got over it.
His 16-year-old son, Jason, was another matter altogether. Perhaps it was the constant bombarding he got in public school that global warming, the bird flu, terrorism or any of a number of other calamities were "just around the corner," but Jason had developed a kind of nihilistic attitude that ranged between simmering surliness and outright hostility. It didn't help that Jason had reported his father to the police for smoking a cigarette in the house, an act made criminal by the Smoking Control Statute of 2018, which outlawed smoking anywhere within 500 feet of another human being. Winston paid the $5000 fine, which might have been considered excessive before the American dollar became virtually worthless as a result of QE13. The latest round of quantitative easing the federal government initiated was, once again, to "spur economic growth." This time they promised to push unemployment below its years-long rate of 18%, but Winston was not particularly hopeful.
Yet the family had a lot for which to be thankful, Winston thought, before remembering it was a Day of Atonement. At least he had his memories. He felt a twinge of sadness when he realized his children would never know what like was like in the Good Old Days, long before government promises to make life "fair for everyone" realized their full potential. Winston, like so many of his fellow Americans, never realized how much things could change when they didn't happen all at once, but little by little, so people could get used to them.
He wondered what might have happened if the public had stood up while there was still time, maybe back around 2010, when all the real nonsense began. "Maybe we wouldn't be where we are today if we'd just said 'enough is enough' when we had the chance," he thought.
Maybe so, Winston. Maybe so.
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The February Newsletter
How should Sarah Palin have responded to the Tuscon murders?  Should she have spoken out?  Would it have served her better to rise above the acrimony?  What is your opinion?
We will incorporate your responses into the March  Newletter so keep the opinions and responses coming. Send your opinion to: 
editor@ theconservativeforum.com.  
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Ronald Reagan Excerpt from "A Time For Choosing" 
given October 27, 1964

Now it doesn't require expropriation or confiscation of private property or business to impose socialism on a people. What does it mean whether you hold the deed to the -- or the title to your business or property if the government holds the power of life and death over that business or property? And such machinery already exists. The government can find some charge to bring against any concern it chooses to prosecute. Every businessman has his own tale of harassment. Somewhere a perversion has taken place. Our natural, unalienable rights are now considered to be a dispensation of government, and freedom has never been so fragile, so close to slipping from our grasp as it is at this moment. 
 


Objectives
The primary goal of  The Conservative Forum is to help preserve America as the utmost beacon of freedom and fountain of democracy, individual rights and responsible free entrepreneurship. The CFSV's secondary goal is to actively advocate for conservative ideas and actions in Silicon Valley and the surrounding Bay Area. 
 

Statement Regarding Third Party Candidates 
Some in the nation have talked about the formation of a third political party based on conservative and or tea party principles. The Conservative Forum Officers and Executive Committee members do not support attempts to form a third party. Additionally, we believe that such efforts, even those that might be well intentioned, are unproductive and unwise at this time. 
 

Conservative Principles Through Education 
The mission of the Conservative Forum of Silicon Valley is to promote the principles of American liberty through education.  As the recognized conservative non-partisan umbrella organization in the Bay Area, we are the place for conservatives from Silicon Valley and beyond to gather, share ideas and become empowered.  
 


	

	


	


