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Tracing back through the mazes of history that led to England and Germany, to ancient France,   In Pagan Rome and Greece,  mummery has influenced customs and perpetuated 

many interesting traditions. Every nation had its festivals at one time or another, each marked by parades and displays of fanciful costumes. The Pagan Saturnalia and carnival, for 

example an ancient Roman festival of Saturn, beginning December 17th, was marked by unrestrained merry-making. 

As far back as 400 BC Roman laborers observed the feast of the Saturnalia in honor of their god, Saturn, and the reaping of the harvest. They made calls on friends, they exchanged 

gifts and it was customary for some of the gifts to bear greetings for a happy new year. 

Slaves sported robes from their masters, and the patricians, wearing fantastic costumes, roamed the streets with their slaves. Age and rank were forgotten for the fiesta and all per-

sons were free for the day. There was a musical background for the capers of the multitude with song and ballads befitting the joyous occasion. 

An early custom was the Florentine Carnival usually held in the beginning of lent - a day set aside by the monks of the Middle Ages for the lords of misrule and the abbots 

of  unreason. 

At this time, England and Germany celebrated their Christmas Season, resulting in riotous indulgence. This took the form of a  dramatic entertainment popular in the 16th and 17th 

centuries, and followed usually an allegorical theme which embodied pageantry, music and dancing. 

The Mummers Parade is held each New year’s Day in Philadelphia,Pennyslvania.  Local clubs (usually called ―New Years Associat ions‖) compete in one of four categories 

(Comics, Fancies, String Bands, and Fancy Brigades).  They prepare elaborate costumes and moveable scenery, which take months to complete.  This is done in clubhouses, many 

of which are located on or near 2nd Street (called ―Two Street‖ by some local residents) in the Pennsport neighborhood of South Philadelphia, which also serve as social gathering 

places for members. 

 

IN AMERICA —The Mummers Parade traces back to mid-17th century roots, blending elements from Swedish, Finnish, Irish, English, German and other European heritages, as 

well as African-American heritage.  The parade is related to the Mummers Play tradition from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  Revivals of this tradition are still celebrated 

annual in South Gloucestershire, England on Boxing Day and in part of Ireland on St. Stephen’s Day. 

 

Swedes, Philadelphia’s first settlers, brought the custom of visiting neighbors on ―Second Day Christmas‖ (December 26) with the to Tinicum.  This was soon extended through 

New Year’s Day with costumed celebrants loudly parading through the city. 

 

Traditional New Years’ celebrations of firing guns (Swedes and Finns) and recitations of traditional rhymes (English and Wlsh) joined common practices of visiting neighbors.  The 

Belsnickle, an early German version of Santa Claus, inspired comic masqueraders riding through Tinicum and Kingsessing dressed as clowns. 

 

George Washington carried on the official custom of New Year’s Day calls during the seven years he occupied the first White House in Philadelphia.  The Mummers continued 

their traditions of comic verse in exchange for cakes and ale.  Small groups of up to twenty mummers, their faces blackened, went door to door, shooting and shouting, spoofing 

General Washington and the English Mummers’ play ―St. George and the Dragon‖. 

 

Philadelphia's 19th century Carnival of Horns drew thousands of merrymakers in festive costumes to the vicinity of Eighth and South Streets in South Philadelphia. An 1808 law 

decreed that "masquerades" and "masquerade Balls" were "common nuisances" and that anyone participating would be subject to a  fine and imprisonment. It was apparently never 

enforced and was repealed in 1859.                  As we stood the year before 

Give us whiskey, give us gin, 

Open the door and let us in. 
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Happy New Year!  
We are entering a very important political year. The political philosophy of the administration in Washington, DC is not one that we can afford to continue 

unabated for more than two years. 

The president of the United States is an arrogant narcissistic socialist; and that is a very dangerous combination. In just 11 months in office, he has used the 

word ―I‖ more than his 43 predecessors combined - over a period of 220 years. 

Despite all of the mistakes he has made in less than one year, he has a mainstream media that carries his baggage, and runs defense for his many blunders. 

There are two types of attacks that the leftist media uses in an effort to blunt our efforts; and we witnessed both of them many times in 2009. One is calling us 

―racists‖ for opposing Obama’s policies, and the other is labeling us as ―right wing extremists,‖ or using the term ―the lunatic fringe,‖ as the New York Times 

writer Paul Krugman did recently. 

There have been many excellent responses to the ―racist‖ charge, especially from great black writers like Thomas Sowell, Larry Elder, Star Parker, and our 

own transplanted Conservative Forum member in Tennessee, Sylvia Thompson. 

We need to be equipped to go on the offensive when hearing the latter charge of our being the extremists. There is a war of thoughts and words going on be-

tween those who believe in collectivism and those who believe in limited government, individual responsibility and free markets. 

The former comes in various totalitarian packages – Socialism, Communism, Fascism and progressive liberalism. They subscribe to a basic belief that govern-

ment knows better than you do how to run your life, manage your property, and spend your money.   

Us ―right wing extremists‖ and ―lunatic fringe‖ want the government to stay out of our lives, stay out of our pockets; and simply protect us from those inside 

and outside of the country who would spread the wealth we have created with those who have created nothing. 

As these elites like Paul Krugman and Barack Obama attempt to slander, libel and label us, we need to be very aware that great minds like John Locke, Adam 

Smith and Thomas Jefferson fought forcefully for a limited government.  

It is the Krugmans and the Obamas who are on the lunatic fringe.  

Nobel Prize laureates Friedrick von Hayek and Milton Friedman are learned economists who advocated a system that has worked for over two centuries. By 

the way, these Nobel Prizes should not be confused with that confused group of Peaceniks in Norway. 

When your delusional left wing or ignorant friends start throwing words like ―extremist‖ or ―right wing‖ around, throw out the names of Locke, Smith, Jeffer-

son, von Hayek, and Friedman at them. 

They will obviously be caught off guard since the only Smith they are familiar with is Will Smith. We can no longer be bashful or reticent about politics; we 

must be willing to educate those who ignorantly vote for someone just because he or she has a ―D‖ after their name. 

As some of you have heard me quote before, Pericles said in 430BC, ―Just because you do not take an interest in politics does not mean that politics will not 

take an interest in you.‖ 

Have we ever discovered that in the past year? Make no mistake about it: The current band of collectivists in Washington, including Obama, Pelosi, Reid, 

Dodd, Schumer, Boxer – the whole gang – want to create their lifelong dream of One World Socialism. And Obama is arrogant enough and young enough that 

he sees himself as the world dictator. 

We are losing freedoms every minute they are in control. We are losing property rights. They want to redistribute what we have created. 

A prescient quote from Thomas Jefferson, "The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are willing to work and give to those who 

would not."  

We are in a battle for the soul of America. This past year has proven that it is not just going to be okay. We must get involved, be educated, and be willing to 

speak up in the face of opposition. There is a lot of ignorance out there, and your knowledge of the issues and your energy can make a difference.  

And we must not get discouraged. If you are feeling a little down, get a good night’s sleep, listen to Rush Limbaugh the next morning, and get back in the 

fight. 

As Winston Churchill said after the Blitz in Britain during those dark days in 1941, ―Never, never, never, never give up.‖ 

Thank you for all you do, and all that you will continue to do.  
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Please watch this video, and ask yourself why any democratic country 

that respects the rights of women and other human rights would        

remain in this body. 

  

Watch this eloquent speech in condemnation of the United Nations, and the subse-

quent reply by the head of the U.N.  

 

 

http://hosem.gotdns.com/Banned-UN-Watch-Speech.html 

 

ELOQUENT SPEECH IN CONDEMNATION OF THE U.N.     By Richard Geno 

 

 

 

"The hardest thing to explain is the glaringly evident which  

everybody had decided not to see." -- Ayn Rand 

http://theconservativeforum.com/
http://hosem.gotdns.com/Banned-UN-Watch-Speech.html
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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY’S BIG TENT FALLACY— by Sylvia A. Thompson 

  

The Republican Party by most accounts is on the skids. One 

noted poll has the Party trailing the Democratic Party in    

general popularity, and both parties trailing the nonexistent 

―Tea Party‖ Party. The Tea Party movement consists of that 

vast swath of Americans fed up with the amoral, big spending 

elitists who control both major parties. They are the social 

conservatives whom I think are finally unafraid to wage the 

necessary war (figuratively or literally) to pull this nation 

from the brink. 

  

For sure, a libertarian strain infiltrates the Tea Party move-

ment, and some claim that libertarians initiated the movement. 

I don’t know if that is the case, but I do think that social    

conservatives are driving it. I also know that libertarians and 

social conservatives are not compatible bedfellows. 

  

Libertarianism is a godless ideology, as I have gleaned from 

Charles Murray’s book What It Means to Be a Libertarian. 

This is not to say that there are no libertarians who claim a 

belief in God. Some do. But avowed libertarians, such as Glen 

Beck, can, for example, support homosexual ―unions‖ (as an 

alternative to ―marriage‖) when the Bible roundly condemns 

homosexual behavior in all its aspects. Clearly, Beck’s posi-

tion is not one that a serious adherent to Judeo-Christianity 

can hold. On the other hand, social conservatives are by    

definition Christians whose guiding principles come from the 

Bible above any other principles or laws. They embrace the 

pay to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s  

dichotomy. 

  

I contend that libertarian influences are behind the rush away 

from the social issues that were at the core of the Republican 

platform: social issues such as solid opposition to abortion; 

refusal to bow and pander to the homosexual agenda,        

especially marriage for homosexuals; solid opposition to the 

incursion of foreign illegal aliens upon our soil; and other 

moral and cultural issues. These issues are too déclassé for 

libertarian elites. They see support of such issues as           

impinging upon the third rail: ―individual freedoms.‖ 

  

This difference in focus to some degree explains why the Tea 

Party movement has no stated leader. Its constituents are far 

from operating on the same page. How this disconnect will 

affect the 2010 elections is an unknown. Liberals, libertarians, 

and elitists of all strips (Republican and Democrat) are certain 

that Republicans will lose to Democrats in the next election 

cycle if they do not chuck all the social values issues. I doubt 

that social conservatives will buy in to that thinking this time 

around. I certainly hope that they do not. 

  

Republican National Committee chairman, Michael Steele, 

was asked recently how he viewed the impact of the Tea Party 

phenomenon on the Party. He commented that the Party wants 

to draw protestors in. I thought Steele’s response was some-

what of a joke, given that these people were the Republican 

Party before the Party elites alienated them with their lurch 

leftward. If anything, Steele and the libertarian elites who 

now control a very weak, ineffectual party should be working 

overtime to get back on the track that it was on when it     

represented social conservatives. It is clear that the Party 

needs the movement as much or more than the movement 

needs the Party. It is admittedly a mutual need, because third 

parties have never succeeded in defeating the two established 

parties. At this point in our political history, however, I think 

the Republican Party is the weaker bargainer. 

  

If the Republican Party with its Big Tent mentality thinks that 

it can pander to the likes of the so-called conservative       

homosexual groups Log Cabin and GOProud (an offshoot of 

Log Cabin) and bend and twist principles to attract liberal-

leaning ethnic groups, such as blacks and Hispanics who view 

themselves as victims owed handouts, the Party will never 

gain a majority again. Republicans must spell out clearly a set 

of principles and values based in those of the Founding     

Fathers, who based their values on Judeo-Christian principles. 

In so doing, the Party will find that people from all segments 

of America share those principles, regardless of their ethnicity 

or status in life. You draw people to you based on shared  

principles. The people who do not share those principles and 

values will only pollute; they do not belong in the tent.      

Inclusivity is not always a virtue; it can be a curse. 

 

                      Page 5 

http://theconservativeforum.com/


   Page 6 

OBAMA’S POWERFUL MUSLIM CONNECTIONS— by Mary Washington 

Ever since Obama's rise in the political world, rumors have swirled that his career began with powerful Muslim connections 

he made in the early 1980's while studying at Columbia University in New York.  These connections supposedly paid for 

Obama's trip to Pakistan (hotbed of Muslim extremism) and then subsequently paid for Obama to go to Chicago where 

Obama organized on their behalf.  But the most powerful accusation has been that Obama's Muslim connections paid for his 

Harvard law education.  Of all the accusations Obama has denied, his most fervent denial has been of the Muslim-Harvard 

Law School connection.   

 

His denial, however, was destroyed by Mr. Percy Sutton (a black civil rights lawyer who defended Malcolm X) in late 2008 

when Sutton gave an interview for a black television station in New York.  (See transcript below.)  In that interview (where 

the 'legendary lawyer and politician' talks excruciatingly slow and with the English skills of a high school freshman), Sutton 

relates how in 1988 he was approached by Islamic supremacist Dr. Khalid al-Mansour who asked Sutton for a letter of refer-

ence for a young man named Obama who was applying to Harvard Law School.  Sutton specifically states that Dr. Khalid 

was 'raising money' for Obama to attend Harvard (i.e., Dr. Khalid was paying for Obama's education).     

 

Several things are interesting about this interview. For instance, it's interesting that Sutton jumps on the Obama bandwagon at 

once by telling Harvard that a young man he's never met in his life is a 'genius'.  But what is really interesting is that Sutton 

makes it clear that Obama's entry into Harvard was because of his New York connections.  One would have thought that after 

living in Chicago for nearly 3 years, Obama would have had connections in the Windy City to call upon but it doesn't appear 

to have been the case.  This, therefore, is powerful proof of the strength of Obama's Muslim ties in New York - if they were 

powerful enough to not only withstand an absence of several years, plus strong enough to raise the substantial sums necessary 

to put Obama through the most expensive law school in the world, than those Muslim ties are not weak. 

 

On a final note, the admission in this interview was never broadcast in the mainstream media.  Just like the video of Rev. 

Wright's 'God DAMN America' rants, this interview of Mr. Sutton vanished in a split second and has never been shown 

again.   

 

http://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2009/12/percy_sutton_dies_his_obama_re.html 

 

 

Text of Mr. Sutton's interview    

 

TV Announcer: Let's talk about the Presidential race.  What do you make of the situation with Senator Obama? One, did you 

ever think you would see this in your lifetime, given your background and what you've had to work so hard to overcome in 

terms of society?  And what do you make of this situation with Rev. Wright, his pastor, or former pastor? 

 

Percy Sutton:  "One, as to Mr. Obama.  I think he is the brightest most wonderful person who has come across the starting 

line.  And I was introduced to him by a friend who was raising money for him.  The friend's name is Dr. Khalid al-

Mansour from Texas.  He is the principal adviser to one of the world's richest men.  And he told me about Obama.  He wrote 

to me about him and his introduction was "There is a young man that has applied to Harvard.  I know that you have a few 

friends left there because you used to go up there to speak.  Would you please write a letter in support of him?"  That's before 

Obama decided to run.  And he interjected the advice that Obama had passed the requirements, had taken and passed the 

requirements necessary to get into Harvard and become President of the Law Review.  That's before he ever ran for any-

thing.  And I wrote a letter in support of him to my friends at Harvard saying to them I thought there was a genius that was 

going to be available and I surely hoped they would treat him kindly." 

 

TV Announcer:  And this is before the world knew of Barack Obama? 

 

Percy Sutton:  That's right.  That's right." 

Congresswoman Sue Myrick on Beyond Terrorism—the Whole Story:  VIDEO—OFFICIAL CONGRESSIONAL WEB-

SITE 

The Conservative Forum of Silicon Valley—January 2010 
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Obama has consistently cited the Mayo clinic as a "national model for efficient health care".  Well, the model is now collapsing.  Starting January 1, 2010, 

the Mayo clinic in Glendale, Arizona (outside of Phoenix) will stop accepting Medicare patients.  Reason?  The hospital is losing millions because of the 

lower fees from Medicare.  Glendale's decision is ominous.  Because Arizona leads the nation in number of retirees, the state's refusal of Medicare is a nasty 

warning of what awaits the elderly in the other 49 states.  

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aHoYSI84VdL0 

 

"More than 3,000 patients eligible for Medicare, the governmentôs largest health-insurance program, will be forced to pay cash if they want to continue 

seeing their doctors at a Mayo family clinic in Glendale, northwest of Phoenix, said Michael Yardley, a Mayo spokesman." 

----- 

"Mayoôs hospital and four clinics in Arizona, including the Glendale facility, lost $120 million on Medicare patients last year, Yardley said. The programôs 

payments cover about 50 percent of the cost of treating elderly primary-care patients at the Glendale clinic, he said." 

----- 

Mayoôs decision may herald similar moves by other Phoenix- area doctors who cite inadequate Medicare fees as a reason to curtail treatment of the eld-

erly, said John Rivers, chief executive of the Phoenix-based Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association.  

ñWe've got doctors who are saying we are not going to deal with Medicare patients in the hospital: because they consider the fees too low saying we are not 

THE SMALL PRINT CONGRESS DIDN’T WARN US CITIZENS ABOUT     by Carolyn DaVinci 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704152804574628633460370644.html?mod=djemEditorialPage 

Remember how $200 billion in federal stimulus cash was supposed to save the states from fiscal calamity? Well, hold on to your paychecks, because a big story 

of 2010 will be how all that free money has set the states up for an even bigger mess this year and into the future. 

First, in most state capitals the stimulus enticed state lawmakers to spend on new programs rather than adjusting to lean times. They added health and welfare 

benefits and child care programs. Now they have to pay for those additions with their own state's money. 

....stimulus dollars came with strings attached that are now causing enormous budget headaches. Many environmental grants have matching requirements, so to 

get a federal dollar, states and cities had to spend a dollar even when they were facing huge deficits. The new construction projects built with federal funds also 

have federal Davis-Bacon wage requirements that raise state building costs to pay inflated union salaries.  

Worst of all, at the behest of the public employee unions, Congress imposed "maintenance of effort" spending requirements on states. These federal laws pro-

hibit state legislatures from cutting spending on 15 programs, from road building to welfare, if the state took even a dollar of stimulus cash for these purposes.  

One provision prohibits states from cutting Medicaid benefits or eligibility below levels in effect on July 1, 2008. That date, not coincidentally, was the peak of 

the last economic cycle when states were awash in revenue.... 

A study by the Evergreen Freedom Foundation in Seattle found that "because Washington state lawmakers accepted $820 million in education stimulus dollars, 

only 9 percent of the state's $6.8 billion K-12 budget is eligible for reductions in fiscal year 2010 or 2011." More than 85% of Washington state's Medicaid 

budget is exempt from cuts and nearly 75% of college funding is off the table. It's bad enough that Congress can't balance its own budget, but now it is making 

it nearly impossible for states to balance theirs. 

....federal stimulus rules mean many states will have little choice but to raise taxes to meet their constitutional balanced budget requirements. Thank you, Nancy 

Pelosi....  

Now, in an election year, Congress wants to pass another $100 billion aid package for ailing states to sustain the mess the first stimulus helped to create. Gover-

nors would be smarter to unite and tell Congress to keep the money and mandates, and let the states adjust to the new reality of lower revenues...  

OBAMA’S “MODEL” MEDICARE COLLAPSES by Carolyn DaVinci 

http://theconservativeforum.com/
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aHoYSI84VdL0
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&source=hp&q=arizona+hospital+and+healthcare+association&aq=0&oq=arizona+hospital+and+he&aqi=g2
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704152804574628633460370644.html?mod=djemEditorialPage


 

The Conservative Forum of Silicon Valley—January 2010                    Page   8 

This one ignores how many lives doctors save just like the gun haters ignore how many lives guns 

save but read on ……………………………………. 

The number of physicians in the U.S. is  700,000. 
 

 Accidental deaths caused by Physicians per year are 120,000. 
 

Accidental deaths per physician  is 0.171. 
 

Statistics courtesy of U.S. Dept of Health Human Services. 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Now think about this: 

 

 The number of gun owners in the U.S.is 80,000,000. (Yes, that's 80 million..)  

 
 

 The number of accidental gun deaths per year, all age groups is 1,500. 
 
 

The number of accidental deaths per gun owner is .000188. 
 

Statistics courtesy of FBI 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

So, statistically, doctors are approximately 9,000 times more dangerous than gun owners. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Remember, "Guns don't kill people, doctors do." 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

FACT: NOT EVERYONE HAS A GUN, BUT ALMOST EVERYONE HAS AT 

LEAST ONE DOCTOR. 
 

Please alert your friends to this alarming threat!   We must ban doctors before this gets completely out of hand!!!!!  

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

  

Out of concern for the public at large, I have withheld the statistics on lawyers  

 

for fear the shock would cause people to panic and seek medical attention  
 

 

 

 

BAN DOCTORS AND SAVE LIVES!!!   By Sharon Gail 

http://theconservativeforum.com/
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HOW YOU MAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONSERVATIVE         

MOVEMENT AND TO THE FORUM NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Frank Luntz is a pollster who often appears on the Fox News Channel. He is 

soliciting people to sign up for future focus groups. This will enable your voice 

to be heard on the issues of the day. it only takes about 40 seconds.  In case 

you are interested, here is his website:   http://www.theworddoctors.com/ 

******************************* 

 

 

If you would like to contribute an opinion piece to the Forum Newsletter, 

please email  Mary Washington at timeisnotenough@yahoo.com.  Articles are 

due to Mary no-later-than the 5th of the month and will be reviewed and sub-

ject to approval by President, Richard Geno.  Please clearly label the subject 

line of your email  ―Contribution for Forum Newsletter (month and year)‖.  As 

for the submission itself, please use Times New Roman Font, 9 point, which 

works the best at 750 words, more or less, per opinion piece.   

***************************** 

 

 

We are always happy to receive comments and suggestions about our        

newsletter, which can also be emailed to Mary Washington with your ap-

proval to include your comments in a subsequent newsletter. 

 

http://theconservativeforum.com/
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STAND UP FOR OUR TROOPS 
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Mark your calendar for  these upcoming events 

 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 - South Peninsula Area Republican Coalition (SPARC) - Dinner 

meeting at Fremont Hills Country Club - Guest speaker - Carly Fiorina 

  

Saturday, January 16, 2010 - Chuck De Vore for Senator Fundraiser at Dick Blanding's home 

in Los Altos - 10:30am - Chuck DeVore will be present 

 

Tuesday, February 2, 2010—The Conservative Forum of Silicon Valley,  

Guest Speaker,  

 

Sally Pipes, President & CEO  

Pacific Research Institute  

Topic: The National Health Care Debate 

 

Our meetings take place at the  

American Legion  

Post 419, 958 Homestead Road,  

Santa Clara , CA 95050 

Time:     Doors Open at 6:15 PM - Meeting Begins at 7:00 PM 

Cost:       Members and first time guests - Free   

                Non-Members - $10 

*********************************** 

**The Conservative Forum is now on "Facebook",   

If you are a Facebook member, search,  

"The Conservative Forum of Silicon Valley"  

and join.** http://www.facebook.com/  

http://theconservativeforum.com/
mailto:http%3A//www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=logo#/group.php?gid=52853332521&ref=ts

